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rShof In Memphis 
Dr. King Murdered 
From wire reports 
MEMPHIS Tenn.-- Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr., the Nobel Peace Prize winner who 
repeatedly walked In the shadow of death 
In his fight to bring Integration to America, 
was slain by a white sniper last night when 
he stepped onto the balcony of his hotel. 
Police Issued a bulletin for a young white 
man In dark clothes who dashed out of a 
building  across  the  street from the hotel. 
They  said  he dropped a Browning auto- 
4 matlc   rifle,  fitted with  a scope,  onto the 
sidewalk and fled In a car. 
In a later bulletin, It was announced police 
had two persons In custody. 
King, 39, was hit In the neck by a bullet 
and died at 8:05 p.m. P:ST,less than an 
hour after the shooting. 
Unrest rumbled through the ghettos of 
rthe South when word of his death was re- 
ceived. Mayor Henry Loeb clamped a cur- 
few on Memphis and Sheriff William Morrles 
said "an emergency situation does exist at 
this time." 
Gov. Buford Ellington Immediately ordered 
4,000 National Guard troops back Into the 
city. Window smashing was reported and 
there was a report of a shooting. 
I • The Rev. Jesse Jackson said he and others 
In the King party were getting ready to go 
to dinner when the shooting occurred. 
"King was on the second floor balcony of 
the motel," Jackson said. "He had Just 
bent over. If he had been standing up, he 
wouldn't have been hit In the face. 
Chauncey Eskrldge, King's legal adviser, 
^sobbed  outside   the  emergency  room when 
word came of King's death. 
He said It "ought to have a shocking effect 
on the whole world. A man full of life, full 
of love, and he was shot. 
" He had always lived with that epectatlon 
of assassination but nobody ever expected It 
to happen." 
- King's driver said he was standing In the 
street when the civil rights leader strolled 
onto the balcony and ordered him to start the 
car and take him to dinner. 
Bless Him 
There is so much to say at a time 
like this, but so little that really means 
anything. 
The   B-G  News   can offer     sympathy 
and regret,   sorrow and remorse  at the 
death  of this true American leader, but 
(flat letters in a newspaper fail to say 
what is really meant. 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King was a 
great Negro leader, a great American 
spokesman and a great political in- 
fluence. 
But most important, Rev. Dr. Martin 
4r uili'T King was a great man. 
God bless him. 
GONE -- Dr. Martin Luther King, prominent leader in U.S. civil rights campaigns 
over the past decade, was murdered yesterday evening in Memphis, Tenn. (Photos 
by Tim Culek.) 
"I said, 'It's cold outside, Dr. King. Put 
your topcoat on,' and he said 'Okay, I will" 
and he smiled. Those were his last words. 
I heard the gun." 
He said King wheeled and fell on his back. 
"He had been looking directly at the man," 
the driver, Solomon Jones Jr., said. He said 
a police squad car with four officers In It 
had driven down the street only moments 
before. 
King had returned to Memphis Wednesday 
to lead another massive protest march next 
Monday In support of the garbage strikers. 
Sympathizers from other parts of the country 
had announced they would Join, and as many 
as 10,000 or more were expected for the 
march. 
A similar march March 28 of about 6,000 
erupted Into the first violence In Memphis 
since the beginning of the civil rights move- 
ment. Police and march leaders alike,blamed 
the outburst on Negro youths on the fringe 
of the march. 
As violence erupted again shortly after 
King was shot, armed guards were Immed- 
iately posted at the hospital where King 
died. 
King died In the same emergency room 
where James Meredith was rushed In June, 
1965, after he was shot down In ambush a 
few miles south of here at Hernando, Miss. 
Meredlth,however, was not seriously in- 
jured. 
King was the first major civil right leader 
to be slain since the ambush killing of 
Medgar Evers outside his home In Jackson, 
Miss., In 1962. 
Life Of Leadership 
Dr. Martin Luther King was born In At- 
lanta, Ga., January 15, 1929, the son of Martin 
Luther and Alberta King. 
He received his A.B. from Morehouse 
College In 1948, a B.D. from Crozer Theo. 
Seminary and a Ph. D from Boston Univer- 
sity In 1955. 
As a pastor at Dexter Ave. Baptist Church 
In Montgomery, Ala., King organized and led 
In 1956 a Montgomery bus boycott that led 
to Integrated seating on city buses and 
launched King on an lntegratlonlst campaign 
that made him the best known civil rights 
leader In the world. 
Dr. King was also leader of the Southern 
Christian Leadership conference. 
He was selected In 1956 by Time magazine 
as one of the 10 outstanding personalities 
of the year and he was a recipient of the 
Nobel Peace Prize In 1964. 
He was the author of "Strtle Toward 
Freedom" and a contributor of many articles 
for popular and religious periodicals. 
Dr. King Is survived by his wife Coretta 
and four children. 
Prout Chapel Service 
Dr. Henry Gerner, director of the United 
Christian Fellowship, announced last night 
that there will be a memorial service for 
Dr. Martin Luther King at noon today in 
Prout Chapel. 
BGSU Community 
Expresses Shock 
At Dr. King's Death 
Dr. Sheldon Halpern smiled--the wry, 
Ironic, almost bitter smile that character- 
ized the situation so well. 
"So pointless," he said, shaking his head 
slowly. "Killing him was so absolutely, total- 
ly pointless." 
The English professor, numbed at word 
of the murder of Dr. Martin Luther King 
yesterday evening, chose his words care- 
fully as he tried to analyze Impact of the 
death. He wound up estimating Dr. King's 
death might mark him "a martyr." 
Others agreed. 
Larry A. Eberhardt, professor of political 
science, also figured the civil rights leader 
"will be a martyr." 
"I am shocked," Eberhardt continued, 
claiming that Dr. King's death "Is one of 
the worst things that could possibly happen— 
he was one of the great sources of leadership 
and   patience   in   the   Negro   community." 
University President Dr. William T. Jer- 
ome III was also numbed at the news. "There 
really Isn't   much to say," he commented. 
Dr. Jerome called the murder "anobvious 
tragedy for many people In both the Negro 
community as well as the white." He par- 
alleled the death to the assassination of Presi- 
dent John F. Kennedy five years ago. 
"It Is very reminiscent of President Ken- 
nedy's death, in that the same tragic specter 
of disrespect for law and order still haunts 
our country," said Dr. Jerome in a telephone 
Interview. 
Another faculty member, Dr. Frederick 
Eckman, English professor, expressed deep 
regret over the death of Dr. King. 
"I am very, very distressed by this,"said 
Dr. Eckman, and though he pointed out at 
times he disagreed with Dr. King's 
philosophy, "I simply cannot tolerate vio- 
lence. I Just don't know what Is happening 
to this republic of ours when people can get 
killed like this. 
"This Is a terrible thing. Just terrible." 
At the United Christian Fellowship, Dr. 
Henry Gerner said "it is a real tragedy. 
It forbodes potential 111 for months ahead." 
A member of Delta Sigma Theta sorority, 
echoed shock of the brutal slaying. 
"I think it's awful--terrible..." she said, 
adding, "This certainly won't be good for the 
country." 
While she said that not too many members 
of the sorority were In the house last night 
when the News phoned, she maintained there 
was "a lot of shock and disbelief. I just don't 
know..." her voice trailed off. 
DEATH OF A GIANT - It come as a 
surprise and shock to the world, to the 
nation, to Bowling Green. As Vice- 
President Hubert H. Humphrey said, at 
"An apostle of non-violence has been 
the victim of violence." 
News       I 
¥;        Serving A Growing University '■•> 
8 Since   1920 % 
'•'!•', This special edition of the B-G '■•'•; 
;>! Newt was compiled and edited last '■'•; 
lv     night by  members of the staff. $ 
America's Leaders Praise Dr. King 
NEW YORK (AP)— The nation's civil 
rights and political leaders reacted with 
anguish, shock and grief last night at the 
slaying of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. In Memphis. 
There also was fear that the slaying 
could lead to more violence. 
Vice President Hubert H. Humphrey said 
the slaying "brings shame to our country." 
"An apostle of nonviolence has been the 
victim of violence." 
A spokesman for the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People said, 
"I am shocked and grieved by this wanton 
murder of a peace - loving man, a dedicated 
and courageous man. This murder certainly 
does not solve anything and it will be deeply 
resented by Negroes through the country and 
by other people who believe In nonviolent 
protest. 
Former Vice President Richard M. Nixon 
sent a telegram to Mrs. King which said: 
"Dr. King's death is a great personal tragedy 
for everyone who knew him and a great 
tragedy for the nation." 
Rev. Fred Shuttlesworth, secretary of the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 
said last night a meeting of the SCLC will 
probably be called In Atlanta, Ga,, today as 
a result of the fatal shooting of Dr. King. 
The Rev. Mr. Shuttlesworth, one of the 
early organizers of the SCLC with Dr. King, 
was calm as he discussed the death of King 
In Memphis Thursday night. 
"We all are shocked," he said. "This is 
another great tragedy." 
Shuttlesworth added that one of his and 
Dr. King's first "early philosophies" was 
"that not one hair on the head of one white 
man shall be harmed by us and I and Dr. 
King shall struggled for freedom." 
"We dedicated ourselves and hoped Amer- 
ica would accept the non-violence as a way 
of life," Shuttlesworth said. 
"Tragically, It did not year ago and now 
our country Is reaping the results of fruits 
from the seeds of violence of hatred sown 
over the centuries." 
New York Mayor John V. Lindsay said: 
"The people of our city of every race, I 
am sure, will join hands in paying tribute 
to him. Our greatest tribute to him will be 
to bear ourselves as he would want us to — 
with dignity and prayer." 
AND SEVEN MONTHS AGO -Back in September of 1967, Dr. King visited Maumee 
for a press conference, expounding his views for helping to bring equality to mem- 
bers of his race.  In the above picture, he is met by B-G News writer Tom Hine. 
Fred Meely, a spokesman for the militant 
Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee, 
said, "There Is no real comment that we 
can make. Everybody knows what happened 
and everybody knows why it happened and- 
the black people In this country know what 
they have to do about it. That's all I have to 
say." 
The Michigan House of Represenatives 
adjourned its session last night in honor of 
"a great American." Members stood for a 
moment of silent prayer before leaving the 
chamber. 
LBJ Postpones Trip; 
Is 'Shocked By Slaying* 
WASHINGTON—   President  Johnson  said 
last   night   he was  postponing  his trip to 
Hawall,for  a Vietnam strategy conference, 
until   Friday  because  of the  death of  DrA 
Martin Luther King. * 
In a nation wide television and radio tele- 
cast, the President said "We have been 
shocked and saddened by the brutal slaying 
of Dr. Martin Luther King. I ask every 
citizen to reject the blind violence that has 
struck Dr. King who lived In nonviolence." 
The United States can achieve nothing by 
lawlessness and violence, the President tolcP 
the nation. "It is only by joining together and 
working together that we can continue to 
move toward full equality for all of our 
people." 
"I know every American of good will joins 
me in mourning the death of this leader and 
In praying for understanding throughout the 
land. « 
"I pray that his family can find comfort 
in the memory of all that he tried to do 
for the land he loved." 
President Johnson conveyed sympathies 
to Mrs. King. 
Johnson looked deeply disturbed and grim 
as he strode toward the microphones set up 
for the live broadcast in the doorway of the^ 
west lobby of the White House. 
Vice President Hubert H. Humphrey,at- 
tendlng a fund raising Democratic dinner 
that the President planned to attend later, 
but cancelled on learning of King's death, 
said: "I'm sure you know that a great trage- 
dy has taken place In America tonight. One 
of the renowned active leaders in civil rightm 
was stricken down by an assassin's bullet: 
